[Characteristics of field isolates of Newcastle disease virus isolated in the course of outbreaks in the poultry plant in the Leningrad region in 2000].
A field isolate of Newcastle disease virus (NDV) was isolated in the Russko-Vysotskaya poultry farm, Leningrad region. Within four days after infection, the isolate caused 100% mortality in 60-day-old susceptible chickens. The HA titer of the allantoic fluid samples collected after one passage in SPF-chicken embryos was 1:512, and it reacted only with the NDV specific antiserum in HI test. Intracerebral pathogenicity index and mean embryo death time were 1.97 and 49 hours, respectively. The isolate has the amino acid sequence of the protease cleavage site of the fusion protein F0 (112R-R-Q-R-R-F117), which is similar to that in the velogenic strains of NDV. Therefore, it was concluded that the virus isolated in this work was an ethiological agent of the ND outbreak in this poultry farm.